By JIM FULLER
Special to CIACSPORTS

FIARTFORD, Dac. 9, 2023 - Ryan Barnard's aie
forced fumble and furmnble recovery led to Alexander
Benavento's go-ahead touchdown as ¢ : A ded New
Canac m iopped No, 8 sead Darien 28-271 in the CIAC
Class L championship game at Rentschler Field.

Naw Canaan tied the game on a 1.2-yard pass from
Lawrence Robinson o William Langford with 5:03 leit to
play.

Darien nad plenty of time to drive for a gotential garme-
winning field gozal but Barmard came off the edge to jar the
ball free from Darien quarterback Benjarmin Rolapp.
Barnard also recoverad fhs furnble to set

up the Rams in the red zone,

"Our offense has just scored an r‘l ]'r was tirne to step up and
make a play,” Bamard szl

it would be on me to get the pre 5L|re Ong, I _JOI ;rnere, gl”
the practice and all the hard work kind of took over.

"It is so special, | could only ever have imagined it, it is &
armazing feel mg This is the hest way to end my football

eregr This rivalry is so special and | am so happy for my
tearn.”

The scoreboard at Rentschler Field had 2 No. § trophy in
nonor of the late forrmer UConn cornerback Jasper Howard,
The game-winning score was & 8-yard run by 2 player
wesaring uniform MNo. 6.

“That is [special], | didn't know that but it is nice to find out,”
said Benevento, who also had a 24-yard touchdowr

reception. Briggs McGuckin, who also wears No. §, gayve

Darien the early lead with 2 3-yard run. A 1L-yard

touchdown run by Luke Reed and Benevenio's

first touchdown of the garme gave New Canazn a 14-7

Il:»"c!d.

Charles Thorn had a pair of L-yard scoring runs for Darier)

"You can tell, the passion between these two tearns,
everypody knows each other and to p e/ thern on this
stage and in this arena, the high level of cornpetition it was
incredible to watch," Darien cozach Andy Grant said.

"

"One play, mayoe two plays [decided the game] and that is
just the work ethic our guys have. We didn't play great
against thern on Thanksgiving and we really stepped up
our game today."

tle and improved to

New Canaan (12-1) won its 14th state tit
lip games,

is
4-0 versus Darien in state charmpionst

Veteran New Canaan coach Lou Marinelli thought the
garme might corme dawr to one key play late in the game.

"That [sack and forced fumble] certainly turned the game
arounc," Mrlrmell i saic. "Before that, | am thinking, 'oh rmy
God' because they are running the clock down and that is a
rlell of a roorbrlll tearn. If we played thern 10 times, | don't
know if we would beat thern five. 1t is a lot to be said about
our senior class, there is 5o much grit, they never gave up
arcd we got 2 breal and that is now we won the
game."

is

New Canzean 28, Darien 21
(at East Hartford)
Darien 77 7 0-211

New Canaan 77 0 14-28

First Quarter
D-Briggs McC I Kin 3 run (Anson Sikora kick) 7:4
N-Luke Reed 1 run (Tucker Stevens kick) 4:18

Secaond Quarier

N-Alexander Benavento 24 pass from Lawrence Robinson
(Stevens kict )9:10

D-Charles Thorn 1-yard (Sikora Kick) 0:39

Third Quarter
D-Thorn 1 run (Sikora kick) 3:21

Fourth Quarter

N-Williarn Langford 12 pass frorm Robinson (Stevens kick)
5:03

N-Benavenio & run (Stevens kick) 2:39

Records: Darien 9-4; New Canaan 12-1



